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wounded Kelly. Presumably, the Kellys fired again almost
immediately, and the police returned their fire.

It was after this second volley that the sympathizer with
the rockets moved. The rockets were fired between the rail-
way station and McDonald’s Tavern, just about the middle
of the Hume Highway as it exists today. That is the exact
time and place. Ned Kelly was outside the hotel at this
stage. He had previously mounted Music, the grey mare,
to ride down to the line, and on his return he dismounted
and turned Music into the horse paddock. Seeing the
rockets, he apparently mounted her again with some diffi-
culty and left — presumably by the back gate of the horse
paddock — to head down around the lower slopes of Mor-
gan’s Lookout towards the gap leading towards Wangaratta.
He was already quite seriously wounded but, immediately
on seeing the rockets, went to head off the sympathizers.
Question: Did he ride his mare wearing his armour?
Jones: Yes, incredible as it may seem. It is a small detail,
but apparently, it was not his mare; Music, the grey, was
Joe Byrne’s mare. Ned's mare was a chestnut called Mirth
which carried the Kelly brand of the ‘E and reversed K con-
joined’. After the Jerilderie robbery, Ned Kelly appeared
riding Joe Byrne's grey mare Music, and this was the horse
he continued to ride until captured. Not only did he ride
Music during the night of the siege, but Music followed
him throughout the last stand. Music was seen trotting
through the bush behind him and, as T quoted last night
from Sergeant Steele, actually passed between Ned Kelly
and Steele in the closing moments of the fight.

Weston Bate: As custodian of the historical context of this
exercise, I would like to question whether the 1870s as you
depicted them were quite what they really were; in particu-
lar with regard to the Berry Administration. It need not
have been short of money; and this was not a time of de-
pression. There was a battle between the Upper House and
the Lower House over payment of members. Berry was
virtually refusing supply unless the Upper House let his
bill go through. This is the reason for Black Wednesday
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when the problem of the Public Service arose. When the
Upper House vetoed the bill Berry decided to economize
by sacking most of the senior public servants.
Jones: In going through the Press reports from 1875 to
1880, you will find a constant reiteration of depression,
falling gold yield, bad seasons. The Ovens and Murray
Advertiser from 1875 onwards gives a detailed picture of
the situation in the district — graft, embezzlement, bank-
ruptcy, and so on.
Weston Bate: You get bankruptcy in some of the best times
too, and you get local areas with this sort of problem. But,
as far as the State as a whole is concerned, I do not think
you can talk about a general problem of insolvency.
Moreover, in many ways this is the best time for selec-
tors in Victoria. The majority of them were on their feet,
and were able to withstand many of the problems which
would have hit them very hard some years earlier like the
bad seasons you mention. This does not, of course, invali-
date your thesis about people around Greta, or any group
who were suddenly caught by the Kelly situation and were
moved to rebellion, because they were, on the whole, people
who were being left out. It is possible to see a minority
in the situation, but not a general depression.
Jones: 1 am surprised to hear this. I have a dozen or more
references showing a continuous development of this
theme. You find it stated very well in The Sketcher where
the whole thing is condensed into a weekly report. To me,
the picture is quite clear. We are in happy disagreement.!
Question: Has the story that Ned Kelly had the idea of
kidnapping the Governor any basis at all?
Jones: This is a strong tradition, and has been linked with
! [Weston Bate:] The area of disagreement may not be as great as
at first appeared. I have no objection to an interpretation of the late
70s which emphasizes a general recession (but not a ‘depression’) in
the Victorian economy, coupled with particularly severe local stress
in the Kelly country. The reason for the Berry government’s sacking
of public servants is not as important as the fact that they were

sacked, and I think that Ian Jones's hypothesis that Constable Fitz-
patrick felt compelled to show evidence of zeal to his superiors 1s a

logical result of the situation.
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